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Kyrie from Missa Secunda Hans Leo Hassler  
  (1564-1612)

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.

 

Gloria from Missa Kenya Paul Basler  
  (b. 1963)  

Shelby Berkley, tenor
Paul Davis, percussion

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to all those of good will. 
We praise You, we bless You, we adore You, we glorify You, 

we give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God Almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
Who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
You who take away the sins of the world, hear our prayer. 

You who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For You alone are the Holy One, you alone the Lord, you alone the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit in the Glory of God the Father. Amen.

  
Credo from Mass in G, DV 167       Franz Schubert  
  (1797-1828)

We believe in one God, Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 
of the Father before all ages. God of God, light of light, 

Very God of Very God. Begotten, not made, 
of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Who for us and our salvation came down from heaven. 
And became incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary. And was made man. 

Crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, he suffered and was buried. 
And the third day he rose again, according to the scriptures.  He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of the Father.  He shall come again with glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Ghost, the lord and life-giver, who proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is adored and glorified, 

who spake by the prophets. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

 



Festival Sanctus from Missa Festiva                          John Leavitt  
        (b. 1956)

Holy Lord, God of hosts!
Glory to God in the highest!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,

The heavens and earth are full of your glory!
Glory to God in the highest!

Agnus Dei from Requiem for the Living   Dan Forrest  
  (b. 1978)

Hannah Berkley, soprano

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us; grant them rest.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
Grant us peace; have mercy on us; grant them rest.

Program Notes

 The mass is the main liturgical service that involves the sacrament of the Eucharist 
(also known as the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion) in many forms of Western 
Christianity, including the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, and the 
Western Orthodox Church. The liturgy of the mass is separated into two parts: the 
ordinary, for which the text that is read or sung is always the same, and the proper, for 
which the text changes based on the day. The ordinary of the mass consists of five main 
parts: Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei. Since the 14th century composers 
have been setting the ordinary of the mass to elaborate choral settings that are as 
much at home in the concert hall as they are the worship service. 

 Tonight’s recital is an eclectic mass - each of the five mass movements are drawn 
from a different setting of the ordinary. The Kyrie is from Hans Leo Hassler’s Missa 
Secunda, written in 1599. Missa Secunda is a unique combination of musical styles 
from Hassler’s native Germany and from his study in Italy. The Gloria comes from 
American composer Paul Basler’s Missa Kenya. Composed after a year teaching at 
Kenyatta University in Nairobi, Kenya, Basler combined techniques from both Western 
art music and Kenyan music in this mass for choir, tenor soloist, and percussion. The 
Credo is drawn from Franz Schubert’s Mass in G major. Written by Schubert at the 
age of eighteen, it is considered the most gentle and conservative of his masses and 
was composed for his parish church. Festival Sanctus was commissioned for the 
International Choral Symposium in Kansas City, Missouri in 1987. It was so well received 
that composer John Leavitt began work on the other four movements and the Missa 
Festiva was completed in 1991. The final part of tonight’s mass, the Agnus Dei, does 
not come from a setting of the ordinary of the mass but actually from a non-traditional 
setting of the requiem mass. Commissioned in 2012 by the Hickory North Carolina 
Choral Society, the Requiem for the Living was conceived as a prayer of rest for those 
who struggle with pain and sorrow and an instrument through which to bring peace.


